
I h o p  a h  ofyou had a good fall -awn anrl w&fil  laoli*. UUY seasoti in Ohio mrimres fro be rnereiy hniing 
memories of what once was. I hap to get in rn much p 9 e m  hrrting as my wallet will permit over the nexr couple months. 
Now we csm all start thinking a h t  the Old HemImk Reunion, coming up in March this will be mrmber I I .  Delaiis c m  be 
foundon the a k d  regstration sket ,  P l e m  m e  the &es aPsd the ctwmge in recommerded l m n g .  I'd like ro enrouruge 
everyone io ortend A qecial thmks to Sue BckUey for M I e s  to the Directmy and to Bob Rose for mnngrng rhe Reunion 
deLaiIs. 

We W M I  to welcome same new Family memhrs who receiwdpppiesfiwn ihe Krol litter. Mike andMerelypluced 
OH SIsumm with Eric Scou, Durham, NC, OH TinrberMe with bric Jonsson, WiIton, CCI; m d  an myet untmmedfemale 
with Roy and SalIy Sisler, DeIliner, PA. ??wee more pups went to fonner OH owners, Wiiiy a d  Helen Cmer. h c  mtd Denise 
Shelagow&, and a "Dream" of a pl stqed with the KruIs. Congrahrlatim to all the pippiesfinding mch great hawsS 

TIsose of p who nray not h v e  heard via email; IxJay Gr@ous has swted m Old Hemlmk Fouta$ation web- at 
w ww. o/dhomImk. erg. This is a work in progress, but already iijeuiures &zetas of photos of Old Hemlock mul the *cent GLIL 
Celebrutim at W W .  T?M sire should provide news of Old H e m h k  and the plans of the Fm&ian. Please check if out m 
May will be l d n g  to usfor cririqire and cmtributiom in the way o j m s  rmdinfommtim. 

H ~ p e  ;he recenr winler slam are kttinlg up on you all. 

Best* 

R o w  

The Legacy Continues 
by M a y  Gmff~ous 

On June 29,2008. the clicking of OH Setter claws 
returned on the oak f b o r  boards at Old Hemlock. OH 
Black Willow is right at home with the ghosts of setters 
past. Hetcn Ann and I have been blessed having her in 
our lives. Jeff and Kendra Kauffman gsvt her a p a t  stan, 
with dedication to her health and acclimating her to the 
world of sound and srnel f s . 

In the field, I 8m continually amszed at the innate 
ability programmed in her OId HemlacldDmerIy genes. 
I have teen around setters since meeting -e in 1974, 
and was only periphemlly responsible for Mmton after 
1998. To observe her young mind develop and watch her 

run through the w d s  and fields hunting naturally 
continues to me. 

As dl OH Setter owners do, we followed 
George's guidelines in Tmbles Wirh Bird Dogs and 
stated with wing pointing. Her instinch locked her up and 
her excitement grew At thirteen weeks, I put her on a 
quail from the m1l pen on Old Hemlock. Her first live 
bird was met with enthusiasm and ownership We had 
great fun with these birds for a couple weeks. 

We spent six weeks on DDUy Sods prior to gun 
season. 1 would work rt the Allegheny Front Migation 
Observatory in the morning, then in the aftmoon she md I 
would hike the grouse and woodcock covers. I can still 
see her reaction to her first grwse. Willow was playing in 
a small nq bobbing for pebbles near an alder a d  red 
maple coppice. Suddenly a grouse flushed about twenty 
feet to her right. Her h d  snappad to see the grouse 



rising. A split second later, she was in chase, and then 
returned to the Dush point to soak up the scent with much 
excitement. What a great feeling to see my very own OH 
Setter get 'birdie.' She never returned to the bobbing for 
pebbles. From that point on, she was interested in hunting 
for scent of birds. Any birds! 

Tmsi, an article #pith between a gunner a& a gun dog. - GBE, Old Hemlmk, 1988 

During our time on Dolly Sods, she flushd a 
dozen wmdcock and also many grouse. The closest 
approximation to a point on a wild bird was on one grouse. 
On the trail that we walk daiiy, she once found a swamp 
sparrow in an alder and sedge hassock. Naturally, she 
checked it daily in hops of another. On this day, her head 
was buried in the hassock and suddenly she raised her head 
with nose pointing high, wheeled to the right toward taller 
alders, worked the scent for about ten yards and went on a 
momentary point when a grouse flushed. I was surprid it 
was not an- dickie bird! I had her on the heck cord 
as she bolted into the thicket with me, desperately trying to 
keep up with her. 

October brought preserve work at Hunting Hills. 
Rm Sisler observed her and gave me pointas. After 
weing her reaction in the field and to the starting pisitoh he 
w g ~ e s t b d  that I: take my five-month-old pup out with my 
Pnrker. That aftmoo% she and I were blooded on our first 
team effort chukar. She instantly knew what it was all 
about and we bth  had grins from ear to ear. Law in the 
month, she got to run with the big boys, Stonehouse and 
Lynford. J&md Gabby LRach and I shot p h s m t s  and 
chukars over her. 

Sadly, 1 have not been able to find grouse in aver 
around hew. Oh, we have flushed one now and again on 
our daily walks but not on any hunts. But, our hopes 
remain high. 

As we sit in the studio at Old H d o c k  with 
Willow curled up on the floor, and I Imk at George's 
setters gracing the walls, they have a deeper meaning to 
me. 
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George's Wish- for Our Old Hemlock Line 

By Kay Evans 

For t k  Jirst I0 or so issues of Tk Old Hemlock LeIter. I 
had been arkfng Kay to write m article, but none m e .  
Afw a whild, i f  was eviaknt t h r  Time w not going to 
a I h  it i d  so I &'l mention it again. In a recent 
dixussion with May, however, he said he rem#mbered 
kbing khy with a piece she i n t e d d f w  rh Letter md 
lhat he was certain he could fild it. Ttre i j m t i o n  
therein is no Iongcr news to us but 11 wws so like k r  to 
fbcus her thoughis on George t h t  I me&d to i n c l d  it 
here. At lung k t ,  Kay's by-line is in nn issue of % OH 
Hemlck Letter- - MI94 
Saturday, April 10,1999 

When I became responsible for George's 
t r a m  in May 1998, I gavc his two m i n i n g  guns to 
the penrons he had [named] (he had already given his fox 
Sterlingworth to a young friend) and arranged with Field 
Dog Stud Book to transfer our recoded Old Hemlock Line 
to Roger B m .  

Roger had written to &urge after d i n g  his first 
book on upland gunning. Roger came to visit us in 1972. 
He d r d y  had a Master's Degree, had begun teaching and 
had bought a fium above the w d e d  west side of the Ohio 
River where he still lives among his well loved and trained 
Old Hemlocks. Twenty-seven years later, we have never 
lost touch. 

When we were working on our Iwt wills in 1988, 
George said that whcn we could no longer manage the 
breeding of our Old Hemlock line, we must place it in 
competent hands. Roger Brown knew it well, had handled 
his Old Hemlock expertly from puppyhood and revered 
the line. Roger's acceptance then made my transfer now, 
easy for me. 

I registered the large litter of January 4* 1998, 
and t u d  over to Roger those responsibilitia for a 
b d i n g  planned for the next litter. George and 1 had been 
back-up for each other, and it then ~~ to me that 
Roger should have one more active than a woman of 92. 
A perfect couple, who accepted with enthusiasm, is Jeff 
and Kendra huffman, who live on near m o v e r ,  
Pennsylvania, where Roger has visited them. 



News from Old Hemlock 
by m s y  Grpffious 

As executor of the Evanses' wills, I am very clost 
to finalizing the probate and passing the assets to the 
Foundation. Probate would have been easy if we were 
liquidating assets to a set value. Instead, the lawyers end 
government wanted a realistic value based on the 1998 and 
2007 appraisais. How can you value objects at Old 
Hemlock with their historical and sentimental value? 
With the help of Carla Marshall, we have been cataloging 
the important objet*. Vdues of objects such as the Colt 
pistol, muzlcloadcr, piano, crocks and dishes were rather 
easy compatcd to the field notes, magazines, d o w n t s ,  
books, art rtnd correspondence. The curator of the WW 
archives recommended Willis Van Devanter. He was 
schooled at Yale University and Columbia University, and 
he began his career first as the Acting Curator of Graphic 
Arts in the Rinceton University Library. 1956 1957 and 
then as the chief buyer for the Paul Mellon Collection h m  
1957-1973. We will be able to final& transfer when he 
files his final report. As we catalog items, we get 
engrossed in the depth of history. When you open a book 
off the shelf, it contains inscriptions from the author, 
correspondence between authors and the E w e &  m 
inscription €rom Kay to George, or George to Kay, original 
art by Georae aa a gift to Kay, or sentimental notes from 
one of their parents or grandparents. Mr. Van Devanter 
assesms rt, "Most individual objects have reduced value 
due to their cundition, but d e n  viewed in the totality of 
the coltectiow with the supporting letters, notes and 
correspondence, the collection is invaluable." I'm glad it 
is his responsibility to set the final figures. To me it is an 
impossible task. Toa bad the government, and too many 
folks, think in terns of the bottom line, and not the 
intrinsic value. 

Even though the probate is not wmplete, Jeff 
Kauffmm, Jeff Leach and I have been functioning as A 

team executing the wishes of George and Kay. A twist on 
the humlation has been that to enter as a taxmtmpt 
organization as set by Lawyer Tom Vorbach, thest has to 
be an educational component w the foundation. After 
many long discussions, we have decided that the house and 
contents are so unique that we are going to maintain it 
looking like George and Kay still live there. Many who 
attended the June 20 Celebration and had visited Old 
Hemlock in the 1970's and 1980'8, commented on their 
visit of getting the feeling that Gaorge and Kay cmld walk 
into the room at any moment. To maintain this atmosphere, 
we have decided to build a areakcm m e  within sight 
of the house but unobtrusive to the setting. Since the 
foundation charta calls for educational programs for 
students, we will use the basement of the cottage for group 
sessions prior to visiting the house. 

I am working with vmious experts to maintain the 
look and historical vdut, but create a safe environment for 
the contents from fire, moisture and pests. The first 
project was to install a security system for entry and fire 
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protection. Next was putting a stainless steel liner and top 
dampa in the studio fireplace. The other fireplaces were 
converted to ventless LP gas while George was living. 
S i r n u l t ~ ~ ~ ~ l y ,  a certified electrician began work to bring 
the house up to electrical code. We still have some 
unanswered questions about maintaining the log structure 
and shingle siding. 

AAer much distress and consultation of trustees, 
foresters, structural engineers and other experts, I finally 
had the nerve to remove two of the hemlocks closest to the 
house. This was very hard for me to do, but cognitively 
knew it was the right thing to do for the good of the houw. 
As Tom Bowman put it, "You can always grow mother 
tree, but you cannot replace Old Hemlock." Evm though 
the trees have been removed, they will carry on the legacy 
in the form of turned w d c n  bowh that our Old Hemlock 
friends can purchase. Craftsman Clark Davidson is 
converting billets into hemlock b w l s  between 12-14 
inches wide d 4 inches deep. To view or order one for 
your home, you can get more details on the new Old 
Hemlock website. 

I have slowly been developing the 
www.oldhemlock.org web page. The site will be 
dedicated to promoting the writing and philosophy of 
George and Kay with the hope of continuing his 
readership. The web site is a work in progress. I continue 
to rtfine and add items. 1 would appreciate any feedback, 
wrrections or submissions. After discussions with the 
trustees, Roger Brown md Mike McDonald, we will begin 
to publish the newsletter on line. We will withhold any 
infomution specific to the Old Hemlock Family such as 
the OH Gathering registrations or any article submitted 
that the author requests not to be pasted publicly. One of 
the goals of the foundation is to broaden the readership of 
George's work. Most young folks today are very 
connected to the web, so if we can touch the younger 
generation with GBE's philosophy, we need to reach out. 

On the website I have a page called "Store." Here 
I am listing where you can purchase items rtlated to Old 
Hemlock. We now have for sale remsstd videos and 
audio recordings in CD and DVD formats. Ordering 
information is available for these and the bowls here. 

Helen Ann and 1 want to make Old Hemlock 
available to members of the Old Hemlock Family. If you 
can tolerate Pam Bowman's woodland mice, you are 
welcome to stay in the house or came to visit. Just contact 
me to make arrangements. 

To haw a f k e  pmsed h n  t o p ,  ro keep it btvning 
anda hard on it 

- GBE 



&re is no b o d  with the exception of a perfect low 
@air, that can be filler that the relotion between a grrmr 
and his bird abg. 

- GBE; rrPe Bird Dog Book 

Old Hemlock Puppies 
by Mike Krol 

Another lovely Old Hemlock litter has passed 
through our home, the miracle of nature once again 
witnessed first hand. Miss Beretta proved again to be a 
wonderful mother, and six puppies were delivered without 
went on October 7, 2008. Four boys and two girls, iitt le 
white blobs nearly indistinguishable from one another. 
The first ten days pass with constant obgeryation from w 
(and little deep), for that is the "danger zonen in which 
puppies an be lost. Once that hurdle has been passed, a 
mild sigh of relief h r n  us, and Beretta does a11 the work, 
feeding and cleaning up after them. At just past two 
weeks, eyes &gin to open and crawling around changes to 
feeble attempts to get those wobbly legs working. Mama 
mntiwes to bear the brunt of the work, and we watch in 
wonder as personalities begin to form. By 5 weeks we 
have 6 little dogs to dcal with, puppy teeth are making 
feeding less than fun for Mom, end weaning begins. The 
transition from milk to puppy chow is rapid, as is the 
dramatic increase in output. Now we have 6 bundles of 
energy that are a joy to be with, but a bit of work to clean 
up after! I tell Merely, "To heck with Roger, we're 
keeping them all!," of course in jest but already t am 
dreading the day that they will lesve us. The three Mange 
boys continue to be so identical w t  cannot tell than apart, 
and the entire litter is as uniform as any that we have 
r a i d .  By six weeks the orange boys are showing just a 
wee bit of ticking, and we havt silly litter namek for all of 
the pups: Spot, Maybelline, Dream Maker, Freckles, 
Brown Eye, White Boy. Travel mangtments and pickup 
datw are being f i n a l i d  for the new owners, and we get 
ready for the happy (for them) and sad (for us) day. 

The first to arrive are Helen and Willie Carter, 
about as fine a cauple as you could ever hope to meet. We 
have a lot of laughs as they review the candidates, take 
pictura, enamine the fine points of each pup.. .but at the 
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end of the day their hearts were a on a blue male, and 
Spot goes to Virginia. Eric Scon has next choice, and 
arrives one day Iater - as he walks in our door, he says he 
already likes the looks of Freckles based on the pictures he 
received - and who could not? Freckles i s  one handsome 
dude. We descend to the basement where Eric is mgulfcd 
with five white beauties, and then the darndest thing 
happens: Brown Eye (who also has a bright blue eye. 
something that will likely stay with him forever) goes to 
Eric, lies down at his feet, and starts to fall asleep. Merely, 
Gray and I look at each dhcr and say, "Whoa! He's never 
done THAT before!" Eric says that he'll have to ponder 
his decision a bit more, and the following morning returns 
to the houw, saying them is no question, which is the right 
pup for him, Brown Eye is going to North Carolina. It was 
-8 the clwuwt example of a dog and man meant for 
each other that I have ever seen.. . welmrne to the Family, 
Eric! Two days later, Scott and Denise Shelagowski arrive 
from Michigan, and Freckles is their pick. Scott owned an 
Old Hemlock years ago, and we are delighted to re- 
welmmc he and his lovdy wife back into the clan. Both 
are talented pmple, with S m ' s  gun stock work something 
to behold (he brought two American classics for me to 
admire and drool ova),  not to mention the man makes a 
pretty mtan jam! Dtnist has a small business making 
floral arrangements from dried flowers, and had Merely 
been home instead of at work (suppatting my retirement) 
I'm guessing they would havt had to extend their stay for r 
few days longw. Freckles leaves for Michigan, and a few 
h o w  later Eric Jonsson arrives from Connecticut Of 
course there is only one male remaining, and Eric is 
delighted to take White Boy home. Willie and Helen said 
on their visit that you could have put dl  six pups in a 
barrel, dosed your eyes and grabbed one, and have been 
happy as could be with your choioe, and I think they were 
right. Again, we welcome Eric into the fold and hope you 
will get a chance to meet him in person at our reunion in 
March (ditto all the new owners.) 

This left only Dream Maker and Maybelline with 
us, and we had our choice of the two. A very diflcult 
decision, for both were little sweethearts, adoring of our 
attention, d perfect in every way. At six weeks of age 
we as a family had agreed on Dram Maker, primarily due 
to the fact that she was a perfect belton.. .Maybelline had 
that heavy "eye shadow" over her left eye, causing me to 
give her the nickname on the day she was born. But even 
&er tfK decision was made, one had to ponder if it was the 
right one, especially when Maybelline would jump into my 
arms, seemingly saying, "Pick mel" Once you've made 
your choice, you need to stick with it or drive yourstlf 
crazy, and the day aAer Eric Jonsson left I met Roy and 
Sally Sisla in PA to deliver Maybelline - perhaps the 
most difF~alt parting of all. However, as with all the pups, 
we are c o m f o d  in knowing our babies went to h e  
homes. And MBybelline will heve a life filled with p e  
bird corrtacta most do@ would only dream about - and she 
is one for mre that we'll see each yeart Althwgh the 
Sisler's have been part of our Old Hemlock Family for 



many years, the placement of Maybeiline now makes it 
"official" - eongmtq Roy and Sally! 

And now we have ody our Drtm girl with us: 
"Dream Maker" became Old Hemlock Autumn Dream, 
partly named in memory of Mark Kucera's OH Dream, 
dam of our very first Old Hemlock setter in 1986 (OH 
Blossom). Mark's Dream was as beautiful a setter as you 
could ever hope to see, and our Dream is equally lovely. 
She is smart as a whip, and totally devoted to me. I have 
vowed she will be my "Bowman-Buckley dog", meaning 
she will be as well trained as Tom and Bruce's dogs (have 
you ever seen better mannered in setters??). When I 
shard this goal with Roger, his immediate reply was, 
"god luck!". . .time will tell, and I look forward to having 
you dl matt her in a few months. 

And so another Krol litter haa been placed. We 
were happy to once mntribute in our small way to 
the continuation of the line of setters around which each of 
our lives revolves. We will likely do it again one day, for 
the ncperience is truly remarkable, although bittersweet at 
the end - it is hard to part with those happy faces that were 
ours for 8 short w d a .  We can't wait to see them again in 
March. 

Tbe Pensioner and The School Boy 
by Mike McDonald 

This could easily be his 1- bud season. Ten 
years, diabetes and cataracts, are mwcihlly 
counterbdanced by a good heart. strong wiII and endless 
desire. Old Hemlock Link was h r n  in a large litter, 
during the worst ice storm the northeast w i d  remember, 
he boldly entered our lives to assume Alpha status from 
our then resident &&T who gladly abdicated. That this 
puppy would become my greatest training challenge to 
date was immediate1y evident.. . .that we would eventually 
be as cloae as second skin, was not. Every skill of patience 
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1 possessed was put to task and perhaps helped create the 
bond we share today - it certainly took me into his brain 
and he knew mine. peak years were less than they 
should have been when work too frequent1 y took me away, 
yet we managed As a senior he has shown me some 
amazing things in the field - impossible retrieves, 
prductive points where birds wld not possibly k, and 
the trusting affection of a child when health problems 
began. He was patient with my stress and tolerated 
everything I asked of him. This could easily be his last 
bird season.. .just as I believed the previous two had bccn. 
He is my Pensioner. 

This was his first season under the gun. At 
thirteen months, Old Hemlock Blue Flint has tnergy, 
curiosity and drive, all selectively held in check by training 
repetitions, lead cords and judicious use of an electric 
collar. Born in a small litter, during care& aurnmer days, 
animation hded by endless energy labeld his pcrmnality 
- be it plant or animal, all things new must be sniffed, 
licked, wried and chewed. And, the world apparently 
d s  more barking! He met his match in The Pensioner 
for whom tolerance of the younger generation has its limits 
and what running away fails to discourage, a growl and a 
nip, will. Adoration never crosses the line so rarely do I 
need to intercede.. . then only to restore a little peace and 
quiet. Could this pup make a bird dog as good as thow 
others? Time will tell. For now. he is my School Boy. 

in the Hearts of Their Masters... 

Old B e m k k  Chance; mmtrs Willie and Helen Carter, 
201 Deer Keep, Richmond VA, s, Xkoverly New Copper, 
d .  OH Blackwater, July 2007. Losing a setter is always 
difficult, how much more so for thow still d i n g  him 
"puppy". Willie and Heien had high hopes for Chance, as 
we do for all our puppies. and a year was simply not 
enough time with him. 

October P u d q  Boy; master Mike Krol, 5593 Buffalo 
Rd., Churcbvillt, NY. 1997 - January 5, 2009. As fine 
companion as anyone could h o p  for, hard driving and 
eager to please. By the end of his life he was laying down 
on p o ~  but still held that fierce intensity in his eyw. He 
sired two litters {one Old Hemlock), and his offspring 
grace the uplands fiom Maine to Idaho. He has left a void 
in the Krol home that =not be filled. RIP Rudey . 

I iell Ofgrouse &gs thui enriched me hptd mecrsure md 
nsade me glQd 




