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Greetings; 

As ahuqys, I hupe )bou are all b i n g  a gmi summer &spite the wet spring in some areus arPd brought Ih ofhers. We 
haw a lor to r e v  in ihis i w e  of gf OM HemlmL Leiier begirmjrtg w l i b p u p ~  news. We Iaad a succe.rf.1 breeding between 
Jim Recktenwald's Timber 's R~yman Becasse and my Old Hemlock h e  and hvrve 8 puppies - 4 males and 4 femafes! Hming 
h e n  p l e d  with ihe puppies lhni True p rdccd  with Mih Krol's OH Bereffa, I want~d to have more of his get from a 
d~flcrentfemaCe for possible contributiat~ to the line. Becmse moves well a d  rs a love@ dog with g o d  cfrsposilion armd I rhink 
she and Tme are a g&marck, so this litter willprduces some fine bird hgs. mere seems to be a big & m a d  fw females so 
we now have a god se2eciion. Larry m d  Vicky W e t t  a h  plon to breed Whisper this year to Tom Bwman 's OH Boswedl. 

We h d  mother wandcrful Rwnion in Mwch with uver 40 attendees a d  n w I y  as mmy dogs. Roy Sisler mrd the 
Hunting Hills st@ d w e  we had a g o d  time with Inis of bird work, abg irm'ning rmb great meals. It w a s  tiice lu see 
puppies andping dogs work the birdfie& - Itkink we learn as mucirfPam the exprience and they rio. I a m  always pleawd 
to see the line continue lo Idevelop wrlh the cuttributiom of our sekcfiw breeding eflwts. 

Here in Ohio, the clogs me doing well arsd we are gening 3 - 4 miles of walhng each hy.  Being retired makes ihar u 
lot eaplapler to &. I p b  a irip to Michigan in mid October imd then a trip lo Soarth Dakota in Iate October - earb N m m h r ,  

Roger 

' In Memoriam 

Sarah Tuttb attend4 our latest Reunion with her plumtq Robert and Kandice. Sarah had a wonderful time and seemed to 
enjoy every moment. She was a joy to meet and added to the experience for dl of us. When I informed the Old Hemlock 
Family of her recent passing most were shocked and had been unaware that while she was attending the Reunioq she was 
struggling with the cancer that would take her life. I think she would be pleased to know that most did not even know she was 
quite ill at the time. Her unassuming manor and personality are what we all remember and that is as it should k. I cannot 
imagine losing a child, especially one as caring and kind as Sarah. I wish to extend condolences for the entire Old Hemlock 
Family to Robert and Kandice in their time of sorrow. 

"...and ihuse were the h y s  when grouse were here. " 
- GBE 



Confluence 
by M a y  Graftiaus 

In the past when 1 thought of the word 
'confluence' I would envision canoeing at the convergence 
of two strearas or remember George taking me to the 
Beaver Hole for !he first time, the place where Little Sandy 
Creek and Baver Creek met head on at I80 degrets to 
each ather creating an eroded bottom. I've had many 
memorable experiences at the Deep Hole. I have found 
memories of the annual July 4 excursions of George, Kay, 
Helen h and I to this area. In later years. after Gewge's 
passing, we would take Kay there each summer; the last 
was on her ninety-seventh birthday. The most frightening 
remembrance was when Manton, Evans's last setter, got 
his foot caught in a mink trap at the mnfluence of these 
mountain streams. Manton was howling like death was 
imminent, and I was running through the rushing water 
o v u  slimy rocks to help him. 

Confluence has taken on a new meaning to me 
this summer. Now, it is the convergence of vision and 
law. The Old Hemlock Foundation directors are managing 
the confluence of George and Kay Evans's vision for Old 
Hedock, the federal government's requirements for an 
educational foundation and lawyers' interpretation of 
t h .  Since George's death, there have been many 
changes in the guidelines for foundations. The directors 
are f a d  with many decisions to manage the development 
of the Old Hemlock Foundation. Some of George's ideas 
that were acceptable per code in the 1990s are now in 
conflict with each other in order to maintain tax-Eree 
status. 

One of these is the preservation of the Old 
Hemlock house in a time period as many of us in the Old 
Hemlock Family remember in the 1980s and early 1990s 
when George was at the zenith of his writing and - 

popularity. George winced at the idea of Old Hemlock 
becoming a museum. As the lawyers set up the foundation 
per GBE's wishes, they, rightly so, made the 1782 house 
the major component of the educational foundation. Many 
of us feel the peacehlness and solitude in the house that 
George and Kay developed over the years according to 
their vision and recognize the stimulating environment 
contributed to his ability to write. Many of the Old 
Hemlock Family members have commented that when 
they enter Old Hemlock they feel that George and Kay 
cadd enter the room at any time. The d e  requires that 
the house be available for tours and visitation. This 
triggen other federal codes like handicapped accessibility. 
The process becomes like "toppling dominos." Due to the 
visitation, which feds my cannot be exciusive such as 
limiting to the Old Hemlock Family, the insurance folks 
get involved with their inspections and requirements. One 
of the directors quipped, "Did you think George thought 
that this would be so involved?" Coquently, the 
directors are at the confluence of George's vision for the 
future and code requirements. W t  have been very 
thoughthl and alIaborative in all the change8 h n g  at 
Old Hemlock. The prime requirement in wr minds is to 
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have the least visual change possible, yet knowing some 
things will need to change in order to preserve the house, 
meet handicap access requirements and remove h w d s .  

This summer has seen a major preswvation 
project at Old Hemlock, which started with exploring a 
few shingles that were coming off the house above the 
long room entry. We found a major rot problem that had 
nearly eaten a two feet by three feet hole in the original 
logs to the interior plaster. This led to the r m v a l  of all 
the siding shingles to inspect the house. The east wall was 
in good condition, but the south wall had major structural 
problems that we were glad were exposed and corrected. 
Both the north and south porch have been rebuilt to 
remove hlunrds due to rot and weakened structure. The 
stone walkways have been redone to diminate tripping 
hazards and to comply with handicap access. As with any 
renovation of an old place, as we proceeded to corned one 
flaw, anather flaw would be revealed. 

I have been doing a photo documentation of the 
preservation project. A photo essay is availabIe in the 
Photo Album section of the Old Hemlwk.org website. I 
want to thank the other directors and my consultants for 
their sage advice in fielding all my questions and inquiries 
during this process. There is an open invitation to visit 
Old Hemlock and experience the home of George and 
Kay. I hope your visit reflects the vision that I I with 
ow contractor, "When you're finished, people who visit 
and know the' place will say, 'Old Hemlock is just as I 
remember it ! "' 

FaJay Grafious, OH Director and Caretaker 
June 1 1,2009 

"These are the days Ihat mver end " 
- GBE 



An Old Hemlock Forestry "Externsbip" 
Stlcctions from weekly repoltr by Keith McDonald 

Paul Smith 'S College, in cmperarion with the Old 
Hemlock Fotlmbrion, granted third year Forestry slurtent, 
Keith McDmlal un "extenwhip" to he& &wlq an 
ellirca~iml walking hall. JWmt follows me a few excepts 
frorir w e e 4  repor& detailing his work and W ut Otd 
Hemlock this summer. Ha was required lo complete 300 
kours wrvice at Old Hemlwk 

The first week of my externship in Bruceton 
Mills, WV has been surprisingly eventful and productive. 
I am learning to recognize new tree species and have also 
participated in a study of birds native to West Virginia. 

On the first day, I awoke art home with my gar 
packad and ready to go. 1 ate a quick breakfaat and 
finished loading the truck with cloths and supplies and 
began the 9-hour drive to Old Hemlock. I was proud to 
make the trip with very few navigational problems and was 
met by LeJay Grafious who helped me unload and move 
in. I would be staying at the Old Hemlock house, the 
home of George and Kay Evans. 

The next morning, the alarm clock rang at 6:00 
a.m. and I began my first assigned task; using a compass 
and GPS to mark the location of an educational/ 
recreational trail that I would k constntcting throughout 
the summer. The trail would go through several different 
stands of forest on the Old Herntock property and connect 
to a nerghboting 4H Camp. The topography is cofising 
and after about a mile I decided to follow a small stream 
which the map indicated would lead to the 4H Camp. It 
took me through a stand of Eastern Hemlock which 1 
marked as a waypoint on my GPS. I then programmed a 
heading back to my first waypoint by the road md marked 
the trail with orange flagging as I traveled. 

At 5:00 a.m. the next morning, rain changed our 
plans for bird survey work, so I decided to walk the 
property to identify some of the native tree species I was 
not familiar with. I found several and collected samples to 
take back to the house for later identification. They 
included Shagbark hckory, Spicebush, Cucumber tree, 
Hawthorn (different in apprance to ours back home) and 
White Oak, which bas leaves that appear d i f f d y  
depending on how much light they have.) 

Day four, I spent entireIy on the trail with 
bucksaw and pruners and cleared 115 mile of mil. 

The fifth morning, Lday invited me to 
accompany him on a bird study on a piece of state foresk 
not far from Old Hemlock. We stopped at 6 predHermined 
points, f a d  north and listened for ten minutes, broken 
into three periods - 3 minutes, 2 minutes, and 5 minutes. 
M a y  would listen, and each bird call he h a d  was 
recorded in a circle drawn on paper with a cross, splitting 
it into four segments reprwlting NE, NW, SE and SW. 
He recorded the name of the bird, number, locatioq and 
time perid in which it was heard. 
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Day six, I spent working on the trail, where it 

entered an over-stocked stand of even aged red pine. 
Some natural thinning had already taken place here. 
Throughout the day I naw a number of different animals - 
deer, turkeys, a woodland jumping mouse, and many 
different birds species. 

Day seven, I again headed to the trail, sating 
breakfast on my way to the job sight. I was only abk to 
work until about I2:30, when a lightening storm made it 
no longer safe to be in the woods. 1 spent the rest of the 
day cataloging the various b a s ,  trees and woody plants I 
had been finding the previous days. 

Beauty can occur in different parts of life, and 
mosl often hits you &om unexpected places at unexpected 
times. This week was nothing like that. Every visually 
and mentally pleasing occurrence this week came not as a 
surprise but as a prediction. These predictions- were the 
result of the extreme diversity of the Allgheniea and 
Appalachians. Through this diversity, I discovered that the 
true pleasure of my b e n c e s  in West Virginia would 
come through anticipation and waiting. 

June 10; Today began at 4:00 a.m. with a birding 
expedition. M a y  and 1 h n d  a number of species, a few 
of which I had not seen and heard before - Grasshopper 
Sparrow, Chpping S p m w ,  Eastern Towhee, Northern 
ParuIa, House Wren, Indigo Bunting, Cardinal, and Row 
Breasted Grosbeak. M a y  also found r bird that is rare to 
the wea called a Swanson's Warbler and he wondered how 
many more might be around. We also spent some time 
further south where I found trees I had not seen before - 
Sarsaparilla, Indian Cucumber, Pignut Hickory, Mockmut 



Hickory, and Sweet Gum. After returning to Old Herniock 
and Iunch. Lday and I spent the rest of the day working on 
the trail removing snags from a stand of even age White 
Pine. 

June 11; LeJay and 1 wanted to go searching for 
more signs of the Swanson's Warbler thut we had found 
yesterday and located them in two plms - one on Old 
Hemlock ~d another on neighboring state iand. We also 
cleared more of the trail and LeJay found a rare Orchid 
called Rattiesnalre Plantain. We decided to incorporate it 
into the trail by placing stone around it. That evening X 
researched the silvics of more new tree species I had 
found. 

Junel2; At 9:00 a.m., with tools in hand 1 
headd to thc trail and worked on it most of the day 
cIearing another 50 yards through an area thick with blown 
down sticks and trees. I saw a fawn around 2:00 p.m. 
M a y  m e  by with the chain saw and we removed some 
large logs from the path. 

June 13: This morning LeJay took me on my last 
birding instruction before we departed to the week long 
Brooks Bird Club Annual Foray. On arrival, we met and 
d k e d  with a surprising number of professionals from the 
fields of entomology, botany, geology, ecnlogy, and 
wildlife management. 

June 14; The people of the B r w b  Bird Club are 
unlike any 1 have met before. They are unrelenting when 
it comes to learning - many are totally self taught! I spent 
the day asking questions and recording information as I 
watched them study and analyze every interesting plant, 
insect, or tree they found. They took time to point out to 
me various trees and plants and explained how to identify 
them. I took careh1 notes so 1 wdd include them in my 
catalog. 

June 15  & 16; Up early each day for birding - 
Red Vireos, Bobolinks, Chickadees, Kingfishers, and 
Green Herons. I learned about the relationship of 
topography and the composition of s p i e s .  W e  visited a 
bear trap used as part of the West Virginia's bear rewvery 
program - rejects from Mr. Donut make the best bait! 

I had my first test on what I had Iearned, and I did 
pretty well considering the volume of information 
provided to me with no time to digeat it. Some one would 
point out a flower and ask me to identify it. bother would 
point out different p a s  of a plant aad ask me what they 
were. I found a really large mudmorn, which a 
mycologist helped me identified as Umbrella Mushroom 
One man gave me a much-appreciated gift of a book on 
West Virginia wildlife. A veneer grader explained the 
process of making veneer, from green logs,. .to the 
submwging vat.. . to the rotator and oven wring. 

Jt's incredible how knowledgeable and hiendly 
the members of the Brooks Bird Club are. Attending the 
Foray was a fascinating and humbling expwienw - they 
really took me under their wings. 

I've Never Doubled 
by Mike McDonaId 

I've never doubled - that is, shot two birds that 
flushed simultaneously. In truth, I've never had a 
reawnable chance to double and that's fine with me. In 35 
year8 grouse and w d c o c k  hunting, I have really not 
killed many birds.. . not in comparison to the hours I've 
spent in the field trying. Thq e w h  shot opprtunity 
becomes singularly important to me, especially when they 
come over a point. When it happm, I usually flub the 
shot with my mind fmd on the dog's performance 
rather than what I am supposed to Ix doing. In fact, a shot 
over a point on grouse or wood& is so special that I find 
it incorttprehensible to squ- two of them together in one 
fleeting moment - I doubt my brain even works that fast. I 
won't shay away from the fact that reading George Bird 
Evans may be influencing my opinion. However, I prefer 
to think that I have always had that opinion and that he 
simply explains it better than I can. Like the trout that is 
too special to catch just once, grouse and w d c o c k  are too 
special to shoot in multiples - robbing any beyond the first 
of its' singular rarity. Lf I ever shot a double, I'd feel 
uneasy about it, I'm sure, Again, that may be GBE 

- talking.. .if so, I'll simply defer to his superior diction and 
presentation. Oddly, I harbor no iH toward anyone who 
has achieved a true double - rather I consider it an 
amazing feat and a demonstration of shooting skills far 
better than mine. That said, I have shot Doubles Trap and 
Sporting Clays - not well mind you - but the predictability 
of clay birds c m o t  cornpate to the complexity of flushing 
wild birds in mixed cover with dogs querrtering and 
gunners moving about and a myriad of other sights and 
sounds affecting one's response. 

Perhaps in lacking the skill to shoot a true double, 
I am searching for some other excuse for never having ' 
done it. Curiously, 1 chose this forum to express my 
thoughts on this elusive accomplishment. In truth, 
supposed I would find others who have never shot a 
doLble, and that they wauld understand. * 

"I shot the Iiifle Prudey there, 
a &em gun in a & e m  land 

- GBE 



Old Hemlock Nuptials! 

It is with great pleasure that we announce the 
engagement of Anna Carter and Roger Brown. Anna has 
been a long time friend of the Brown h i l y  and 
accompanied Roger to the 2009 OH Reunion. They have 
obviously developed a much closer relationship as was 
obvious to many of us at the Reunion when Anna appeared 
in her leopard pattern muck boots that Roger had 
purchased for her. A June wedding is planned 
CongratuJations to Roger and Anna from the entire Old 
Hemlock Family. 

Old Hemlock Reunion 2009 

Many thanks to dl who helped make the 2009 
Old HemlwkReunion a success Each year e m s  better 
than the last with new faca of puppies and their Families 
along with more familiar dogs and their people. This year, 
even the Sislers joined us, not only as our Hunting Hills 
hosts but also as official Family members themselves with 
Old HemIock Bluet, out of OH Beretta by OH True. As 
always the highlight is watching the dogs work in the bird 
fields and Raz Sisler's puppy clinic for those young dogs 
for which game birds are a new and exciting experience. 
Of mume we all had excuses for p o r  shooting 
performances, not the least of which was the win adding to 
the challenge. The food was excellent and while new 
lodging this year presented some issues we hope to 
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improve on tIw next year. 

Old Hemlock Family "Tips" 

From Kendra and Jeff Kauffman (and Owis); you 
should be aware of the "Orvis Pet ER Guide." This Guide 
features the location of emergency veterinary services 
across the country, state by state. We have all on the 
road with our dogs and had some level of "dog 
emergency" pop up and it can be a lonely feeling not 
knowing where to turn. This Guide can help eliminate that 
problem and prevent a race home to familiar vets and 
possibly a spoiled trip. It eells currently for $I4 (believed 
to be s sale price) and can be found on their website at 
www. Orvis.com 

Another new product on the market that might be 
of interest is " Dog Appeasing Spray," a synthesized 
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pheromone from Dams nursing puppies. Applied to fwd 
as directed, it offers relief to dogs with anxiety to thunder 
storms. DAP comes in M) ml spray bottles and only by 
prescription at around $10 - 12, so ask your vet. Supplier 
information an be found at www.VPL.com or by calling 
888-24 1-9545. 

Service Deployment 

Pvt. Grayson Krol, US Army Reserve, was 
deployed to the Middle east in July. We do not b v e  an 
address where he can be reacM, however his parents, 
Mike and Merely KroI, are your con- should you care to 
write him. It would be nic;e if members of the Old 
HemIock Family could send him some things from the 
states while he is serving our country and keeping us safe. 
He is scheduled to be in Kuwait for several weeks of . 

acclimation before receiving hi8 final duty station, w it 
may be a bit before we will know where to send things. 
We can on1 y imagine how hard this is for Mike and Merely 
and Grayson's sister Marisa, and we hope and pray for his 
speedy and safe return fiom duty. 

And, as we are certain he will receive a copy of 
this issue of The Old Hemlock Letter; 

Tho& you, Grays04 for your service 
and dedicdion to our counhy. 

- Fmm your Old Hemlock Family 

"In the Hearts of Their Masters.. ." 
Old Hemlock Belle, masters Larry and Vicky Catlett, 
L d s ,  ME. (s. OH Sirius - Rose, d. OH Bittasweet - 
Catiett) Died on July 13, 2009. Belle developed a large 
and rapidly growing tumor with extensive camplidion 
that proved inoperable. She is the first of the Ice Storm 
litter to p - not at all fair to Larry and Vicky who so 
bravely raised the I1 puppies despite twenty one days 
without power caused by the big storm that swept the 
northeast. To Lamy and Vicky, she was the Queen. She 
now rests behind the Hemlock garden in a shady, peaceful 
and beautiful spat with Scent and Sweetie and soon to be 
joined by Sirius. " S k  was the most beautfii &tier I have 
ewr seen. " - Larry Catlett. 

"me one besl p h e  to buty a dog is in the marts of her 
masiers.] " - Ben Htrr Lmnpnurn 

mere tu Buw a Dog. 



Litter news 1s ahays g o d  news whether i f 's bejore or after they are born. By the time yoll read this Jim 
RecRtenwakl's Be- will +&I& b v  prrppes on the ground, all kdthy cad riviving. We will have to wait for nature to 
tell us when we haw mother Catleft lifter on the way. CoIZeciiw& its' news for the continuation of tire OH b l d i m ,  
thar we have families willing to host lttters orad raise puppies for prospectiw homes and Family members. 

A trip to Old Hemlmk is also @news, before or @er. For Wet& and 1, P ofJuly weekend marhd aur third OH 
visi in* I3 mm. - this time to see our son, Keith, ar much as lo enjoy the nosiaIgra of Old HemlocR. We had been r e d n g  
Keith's weekly reports from his Old Hemlock exrentship, but seeing the warkflrsr hand is really impressive. l%e irati sysicm 
fIral he md L d q  designed is nearly complete, winding through some oj t h  most impressive sectiorts of the properg. Keith 
krzs been working steadily several weeks, between birding undjwesr ideniflcation lessonsfrom May. He begun mwking out 
the rmil rotlie in em@ hne,follrnved by she p@sicalIy r d e m n g  work oJ clearing a p t h  wide enougkfw two people io walk 
srde-by-si& while enjoying bemt13l vistas and the many uniquejeartrres offorest growth. Mi, is Keith's mentor, jbr both 
his college wedir requirements as well as tk results they hope the project will prctuca. He checb on Keith's progress h i &  
mtd they discurn about a particular hrnr or feature of the trail. Thy work together on two nsan jobs where a 
c h a i w  or fIPe tmctor is required to remove larger logs and old simps. i@ no means is Old HemIock being &aged on the 
cmta+y, it Is being e&unced m if crm be enjoyed mrd studed in detail fw generations to come. We couM see immediate fy the 
p i t i w  efecIt efthis e-rience is h i n g  on Keith -physical&, ftollP tk hd work m well as ~ ~ t i ~ i ~  and dare I say, 
spirihraI&. WuiBn's theories of ;he M a d r  stimulating both m i d  and h@ are blooming in Keith kfm our eps. We 
were wry impressed with his progres mode&& g ~ t e f i I  for Way ' s  g u i h c e .  A few more weeks a d  they shZd haw the 
main trail compfefed, @er which Keith can enjw a welIdserved bred bejwe heding back to fall clarses at Pml Smith's 
College. He will carry with him M e a r n e d  college credits and the even more valuable experience 01 his stdmmer at Old 
Hemlock It 's quite evident t h i  M a y  and Helen Ann enjoy having Keith at Old Hemlock. As parents, we have nothing but 
pride in his efhrts msd M work HopefLIQ, vvisitors to Old Hernlmk will enjoy the trail he k l p d  create for yems mad it will 
not &bt be an element of priuk for the F m d t i o n .  I I to beliew tiFar George ard Kqv wmld be pleused, Im. 

7he Old Hemlock website invites you to vtrtuaily tour the home of George armd Kay E m .  Until you have seen r h l  
IolleIy okl hwrse and waIked its' & $ m s  in the &rk you c.anrmtfuIl~ appreciare the trelzsures within. fisjting, even for an 
hour or two. is smerhing every member of rhe Old Hemlock FmilIy shmid eqwience. me Old Hemlmk htter can naw be 
found w&r News on the Old Hemlock website ut www.oidhemlock.org with u w e s  on the preservation work and other 
related news. 

Many of the GBE sketches feaiured in this rsnre come courtesy of May Gr@uus, porn Old HemIock 's secondj700r 
arckiws. Most represew preliminary work for more ahwrcedpieces. We thought it wmld k inferestihg to s h e  this unseen 
work it1 hs favorite subjecis. We hcpeym enjoy them. 

Last&, please note the change in Roger Brown and M ~ k e  McDonald's email a#esses below. 

Best to dl, 

Mike, Link & Flint 

71r blYSWa*QII d e ~  
C/O Mike McDonald 
31519 Watson Rd. 
Cophagen, NY 13626 


